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mic basis. That was the answer of the Congress
to all the problems of India. It was the one sensi-
ble answer to the problem of an essentially poor
nation.
Akin to poverty is the problem of the Untouch-
able, which this religious worship of the status quo
makes it difficult to remove. Untouchability is the
emanation of the caste system, which is originally
based on the sort of work which those who were
branded by caste did. Caste is only peculiar to the
Hindoos, but as they constitute the majority of the
population of India, caste has been associated with
India as a >vhole.
At the head of this hierarchy, of caste is the
Brahmin. He was the sole interpreter of religion
to the people. Like the clergy in the England of
the Reformation, it was an influential and cultured
class. Later it began to crystallise itself into a
community which within the larger Hindoo com-
munity wielded a great influence, and claimed the
right to do so from father to son.
So Hinclooism began to bisect itself into fragments.
There sprung up the warrior class, known as the
Rajputs; the Bania, who was the man of commerce
or the money-lender; the Chainar, whose trade was
to make shoes; and the Dher or the sweeper, who by
virtue of the dirty work he did, began to be regarded
as the untouchable. Sanitation was quite un-